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Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 KUALA 02295 220928Z 

22 

ACTION EB-07 

INFO OCT-01 EA-09 ISO-OO COME-OO /017W 

046175 

R 220525Z APR 76 

FM AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3161 

UNCLAS KUALA LUMPUR 2295 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BGEN, MY 

SUBJECT: POST RELATIONSHIPS WITH AMERICAN CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE 

REF: STATE 094266 

1 . EMBASSY HAS CLOSE AND CORDIAL WORKING RELATIONSHIP WITH 
AMERICAN BUSINESS COMMUNITY IN MALAYSIA. THIS HAS INCLUDED 
MONTHLY MEETINGS BETWEEN AMBASSADOR AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY 
TO DISCUSS ISSUES OF COMMON CONCERN. 

2. MALAYSIA DOES NOT AS YET HAVE AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 

FOR LAST TWO YEARS, GROUP OF AMERICAN BUSINESSMEN HAS BEEN 
EXPLORING POSSIBILITY OF FORMING SUCH AN ORGANIZATION. AFTER 
SEVERAL FALSE STARTS, GROUP HAS DECIDED TO ATTEMPT TO FORM 
BI-LATERAL MALAYSIAN -AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. THIS STEP 
TAKEN AT RECOMMENDATION OF GOM WHICH STRONGLY PREFERS THIS 
APPROACH OVER THAT OF SINGLE COUNTRY CHAMBER. EMBASSY HAS 
SUPPORTED THIS EFFORT AND WILL CONTINUE TO DO SO. COMMERCIAL 
ATTACHE SITS ON FORMATION COMMITTEE AS EX-OFFICIO MEMBER. 

AT GROUP'S REQUEST, WE HAVE ALSO ACTED IN LIASON CAPACITY 
WITH GOM OFFICIALS CONCERNED WITH CHAMBER MATTERS. 

SAAEM UNTIL FUNCTIONING CHAMBER FORMED, MANY OF QUESTIONS 
RAISED IN REFTEL WILL NOT APPLY, ESPECIALLY THOSE 
INVOLVING DUPLICATION OF EFFORT. WE WILL KEEP THIS IN 
MIND, HOWEVER, AND WILL SEEK TO AVOID ANY 
DUPLICATION. 

UNDERHILL 
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